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Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

Founded in 1919, the Grammy and Juno-award winning
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra is the third largest
orchestra in Canada, the largest arts organization in
Western Canada, and one of the few orchestras in the
world to have its own music school. 

Led by Music Director Otto Tausk since 2018, the VSO
performs more than 150 concerts throughout
Vancouver and the province of British Columbia each
year, reaching over 270,000 people. The VSO has
toured to the United States, China, Korea and across
Canada.The orchestra presents passionate, high-quality
performances of classical, popular and culturally diverse
music, creating meaningful engagement with audiences
of all ages and backgrounds. 

Otto Tausk
Conductor & Musical Director
Dutch conductor Otto Tausk is the Music Director of
the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra and Artistic
Advisor of the VSO School of Music, now in his fourth
season. He is also Chief Conductor of Phion Orkest
van Gelderland & Overijssel, and until spring 2018,
was Music Director of the Opera Theatre and
Tonhalle Sinfonieorchester St. Gallen.. He is a hugely
respected musical personality in his native Holland,
working with all its major orchestras and composers.

 

 
Born in Utrecht, Otto Tausk initially studied violin
and then conducting with Jonas Aleksa. Between
2004 and 2006, Tausk was assistant conductor to
Valery Gergiev with the Rotterdam Philharmonic
Orchestra, a period of study that had a profound
impact on him. . He received this prestigious award
for his contribution to the Arts in the Netherlands, in
particular his extensive work with Holland Symfonia
serving as Music Director 2007 to 2012. 

 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Tausk led an
innovative reimagined season  in Vancouver  in
response to the crisis, showcasing the orchestra with
a curated series of digital performances. In the
2021/22 season, he continued guesting relationships
with orchestras such as Norwegian Radio Orchestra
and Orchestre National de Belgique. In Vancouver,
his season featured a concert performance of
Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet, Mahler’s Symphony
No. 5, works by five indigenous composers alongside
many contemporary Canadian works including six
new commissions. 
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First Violin
Nicholas Wright, Concertmaster 
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Concertmaster  
David Lakirovich, Assistant 
Concertmaster  
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Concertmaster  
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Yi Zhou 
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On rotation

Otto Tausk,
Music Director

Members 
of the Orchestra 

Contrabassoon
Sophie Dansereau
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David Bui
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Program

About the Concert

 

Overview
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B. Britten - The young Person's Guide to the
Orchestra. Theme (Allegro maestoso e largamente)

L. Anderson - Fiddle-Faddle

M. Moussorgsky - Pictures at an Exhibition (Ravel
Edition); Ballet of the Chickens in their Shells 

P. Dukas - Fanfare pour précéder La Péri 

M. Ronson, B. Mars (arr. Vern Griffiths) - Uptown
Funk 

intermission 

Mason Bates - Philharmonia Fantastique
 

Opening with an excerpt from
Britten’s Young Person’s Guide to the
Orchestra, this concert shines the
spotlight on the instruments of the
symphony and the brilliant array of
tone colours that they each bring into
the world. This study guide starts with
the question “What is sound and how
is it made?” - waking up our ears to
the science and the magic of music,
before delving into the pallet of
orchestral colours. The concert closes
with Composer Mason Bates’ brand
new concerto for film and orchestra,
Philharmonia Fantastique. This film
uniquely travels into the instruments,
giving the listener a close-up of how
the music is being made.    
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Curriculum Connections

Explore elements, processes, materials, movements, technologies, tools, and techniques of the arts
Create artistic works collaboratively and as an individual, using ideas inspired by imagination, inquiry,
experimentation, and purposeful play
Explore artistic expressions of themselves and community through creative processes

Observe and share how artists (dancers, actors, musicians, and visual artists) use processes,
materials, movements, technologies, tools, and techniques
Develop processes and technical skills in a variety of art forms to nurture motivation, development,
and imagination
Reflect on creative processes and make connections to other experiences

Express feelings, ideas, stories, observations, and experiences through the arts
Describe and respond to works of art
Experience, document and share creative works in a variety of ways
Demonstrate increasingly sophisticated application and/or engagement of curricular content

Create artistic works collaboratively and as an individual using ideas inspired by imagination, inquiry,
experimentation, and purposeful play
Explore identity, place, culture, and belonging through arts experiences
Explore relationships among cultures, societies, and the arts
 

Observe, listen, describe, inquire, and predict how artists (dancers, actors, musicians, and visual
artists) use processes, materials, movements, technologies, tools, and techniques
Develop and refine ideas, processes, and technical skills in a variety of art forms to improve the
quality of artistic creations
Reflect on creative processes and make connections to other experiences
Connect knowledge and skills from other areas of learning in planning, creating, interpreting, and
analyzing works for art

Express, feelings, ideas, and experiences in creative ways
Describe and respond to works of art and explore artists’ intent
Experience, document and present creative works in a variety of ways
Demonstrate increasingly sophisticated application and/or engagement of curricular content

Exploring and creating  

Reasoning and reflecting  

Communicating and documenting  

Exploring and creating 

Reasoning and reflecting

Communicating and documenting

Grades K-3
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Grades 4-7

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/K/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/K/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/K/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/K/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/K/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/K/core#;
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/K/core#;
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/4/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/4/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/4/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/4/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/4/core#;
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/4/core#;
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DETECTIVE EARS ON!!

What Is Sound? 

Back To Contents
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Ask your students to
close their eyes and
listen to the
surrounding sounds. 

Step 1: Listen & Visualize 

Can you imagine how
they look if they had
shapes and colors? 

 

Back To Contents
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Step 2: Share Visuals 

Sound is created when something
vibrates. 

 
This vibration is called a sound wave: 
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Sound travels in all directions through the air, water, and
objects to our ear. 

The speed and the shape of vibrations create different sounds:   

Sine Wave

Violin

Back To Contents
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Step 3: Make vibrations! Think of other things that
vibrate and create a sound

(Washing machine, toys,
etc.)

Instruct students to gently touch their throat with the tip of their fingers.
Pick a tune to hum together.  

Do you feel the vibration?
Is it fast or slow? 

Try humming softly, or louder, higher or lower, and ask students
what changes they notice.  



THE STRING FAMILY 

What is the first thing that you notice when you look at a violin?  

The four major instruments in the string family, the violin, the viola, the cello, and the
double bass, are built the same way. The instruments are made of many pieces of

wood which are glued together. The body of the instrument is hollow, thus becoming a
resonating box for the sound. Four strings made of nylon or steel are wrapped around

pegs at one end of the instrument and attached to a tailpiece at the other. They are
stretched tightly across a bridge to produce their assigned pitches. 

 

This is the largest family in the orchestra. 
String instruments come in four sizes:

Violin CelloViola Double Bass

10
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How does a string instrument make sound?  

Click Here to Watch this video:

When the bow moves on a string, it makes the string
vibrate. The bridge transfers this vibration to the body of

the instrument. The vibration grows inside the instrument
and then comes out from the f holes traveling through the

air to your ear.  

  Activity: What words come to your mind when you hear string instruments?
How do they make you feel? 

Listen to an excerpt from Fiddle-Faddle and come up with adjectives that describe the string
instrument's sound quality

11
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JeyiM0YNo4&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/23laBBvHm00


THE WOODWIND FAMILY

 Woodwind instruments used to be made of wood like a recorder, but
nowadays they are made of wood and metals like silver or gold. This

family has different members and since there are only a few of them in the
orchestra they play more of a soloistic role. 

Flute 

Can you name the woodwind instruments? 

Oboe

Clarinet Bassoon

12
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How do they make sound? 

Wind instruments use the air to
produce sound. The sound is created
by a stream of air that flows through
or around the instrument's body. In
most cases the air comes from the

player’s mouth. By blowing air into or
across the mouthpiece, the musician
creates vibrations that make sounds.  

The three branches of the
woodwind family have various

sources of sound. Vibrations begin
when air is blown across the top of

an instrument, across a single reed,
or across two reeds. Reeds are

small pieces of cane.  

Activity: What words come to your mind when you hear woodwind instruments?
How do they make you feel? 

Listen to an excerpt from Ballet of the Chickens in their Shells and come up with
adjectives that describe the woodwind instrument's sound quality.  

13
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https://youtu.be/_HPtSftZ3b0


THE BRASS FAMILY

Like Woodwinds family Brass instruments use the air to
produce sound. But unlike woodwind instruments that are

made of wood and metal, Brass instruments are made of
yellow brass or nikel-silver. 

The main instruments of the brass family include: 

Trumpet   French Horn

Trombone Tuba

14



Brass family instruments produce their unique
sound by the player buzzing his/her lips while
blowing air through a cup- or funnel-shaped

mouthpiece. To produce higher or lower pitches,
the player adjusts the opening between his/her

lips. The mouthpiece connects to a length of
brass tubing ending in a bell. The shorter the

tubing length, the smaller the instrument, and the
higher the sound; the longer the tubing length, the

larger the instrument, and the lower the sound.
The brass family can trace its ancestry back to

herald trumpets, hunting horns, and military
bugles.  

How does a Brass instrument make sound?  

Activity: What words come to your mind when
you hear brass instruments? How do they make
you feel? 

Listen to an excerpt La peri fanfare and come up with
adjectives that describe the brass instruments sound quality.  

15
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https://youtu.be/x3aNJai1Qzc


THE PERCUSSION FAMILY

Percussion instruments are the loud instruments in the back of the orchestra. They
come in a variety of shapes and sizes and are made of varied materials like copper,

brass, steel hoop, calfskin, or plastic.

There are two types of percussion instruments: definite-pitch
instruments, like Timpani, make pitches just like the other instruments

of the orchestra,

While indefinite pitch instruments, for example Snare Drum, make
neutral rhythmic sounds. 
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How does a Percussion instrument make sound? 

Percussion instruments produce
sound when they are struck with

another object, usually a drumstick or
mallet.  

Activity: What words come to your mind when you hear percussion
instruments? How do they make you feel? 

Listen to L. Bernstein's Overture to Candide and come up with adjectives that
describe the percussion instrument's sound quality.   

17
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https://youtu.be/wyp6SipNsnI


ORCHESTRAL GUEST INSTRUMENTS 

WHAT OTHER INSTRUMENTS CAN JOIN THE ORCHESTRA? 

Harp  

This ancient beautiful instrument
has 47 strings! Its body is made of
wood and has 7 pedals to alter the

pitch of the strings. The harp is
played by plucking the strings and

adds a beautiful color to the
orchestra by its long-lasting

resonating sound.  Listen and come
up with adjectives that describe the

Harp's sound quality. 

Piano 
Can you guess what family of

instruments does Piano belong to? 

If you look closely inside the Piano, you will
see multiple hammers to strike the strings

inside making them vibrate. That is why
piano falls into the Percussion Family. The
piano has the largest range of notes of all

instruments: 88 keys to cover seven
octaves! While most instruments of the
orchestra only play four octaves.  Listen

and come up with adjectives that describe
the Piano's sound quality.
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Activity: Create an orchestra map! 

Use this Floor map to place each instrument family in their right place. 

String family: green (use different shades of green for each section) 

Woodwind family: Blue 

Brass family: Yellow 

Percussion family: Red  

Up for a challenge? Name the instruments! Check your guesses with the reference
map! 
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Despite all their differences, the
instruments of the orchestra find unity and

collaboration through the sound. The
orchestra musicians listen to each other
and communicate through the magic of

sound waves that they produce with their
instruments.  

Music brings everyone together! 

20Back To Contents
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Group Project: 

Each group chooses an instrument family to present about, and a
specific instrument from that family to describe in more detail,
along with showing an image. As part of the presentation, they

share and make reference to an excerpt from a recording
(Youtube recording) that features their instrument. If they find

more than one, they should pick their favourite! 

EXPLORE THE INSTRUMENTS OF THE
ORCHESTRA  

Post-Concert Activity
4-7



Post-Concert Activity
 K-3 

I n s t r u m e n t  E x p l o r a t i o n

 Split the class into 4 groups.1.

2. Assign each group one of the instrument families.

3. Give each group the corresponding worksheets
below to complete.

22
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S is for... Strings
Label the remaining instruments in the String Family. 

Viola

Cello

23



Draw a Picture of your favourite instrument in the
String Family!

1.

2.

3.

Write three words to describe the sound of
your favourite String Instrument.
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W is for... Woodwinds

Name the remaining instruments
in the Woodwind Family

Oboe

Bassoon
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Draw your favourite instrument in the Woodwind
Family!

1.

2.

3.

Write three words to describe the sound of
your favourite Woodwind Instrument.
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B is for... Brass
Name each instrument in the Woodwind Family

French Horn

Tuba
27



Draw your favourite instrument in the Brass Family!

1.

2.

3.

Write three words to describe the sound of
your favourite Brass Instrument.
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P is for... Percussion
What are the two types of percussion

instruments? 

________________________  pitch
instruments, for example

Snare Drum, make neutral
rhythmic sounds. 

1.

2.

____________________ pitch
instruments, like Timpani, make

pitches just like the other
instruments of the orchestra,
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Draw your favourite Percussion Instrument!

1.

2.

3.

Write three words to describe the sound of
your favourite Percussion Instrument.
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