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Looking back at the 2023/23 Season brings with it so many emotions 
and outstanding artistic highlights. The exquisite artistic programming 
stands out for me. 

For example: Mozart: Don Giovanni Overture; Golijov: Azul, Cello 
Concerto with guest artist Alisa Weilerstein, guest accordionists and 
percussionists; Mahler’s 4th Symphony. This concert had a huge impact 
on me, really a memorable concert. It showcased truly great orchestral 
playing, and clearly demonstrated how much we’ve grown as musicians 
of the vso in the past few years. This program also included super 
exciting soloists in an unconventional concerto. Very much out of our 
comfort zone, but hugely successful and appreciated by the audience. 
The dramaturgical programmatic idea really came to life (“low—high, 
earth—heaven, underworld—world above”).

Another concert that still resonates with me featured Adams: Short Ride 
and violin concerto, and Rimsky-Korsakov: Sheherazade. What I recall 

here is that I was so pleased that we were able to live stream this amazing concert thereby enabling the 
vso to reach so many more people, allowing them to enjoy an exciting start with Short Ride, the fantastic 
orchestra solos in Rimsky-Korsakov and the stunning Leila Josefowitcz in a very difficult concerto. What a 
combination: an amazing soloist, magnificently accompanied by the orchestra, and wonderfully captured by 
our digital team. Bravi to everyone.

We took a risk with our Summer Nights concert to end the 2022/23 Season. Bringing a semi-staged opera 
to life on the Orpheum stage was a challenge and an enormous pleasure. Attendance was fabulous and the 
audience enthusiastically showed their appreciation. A risk and a terrific success. 

I feel that some of our greatest 2022/23 achievements included bringing very diverse and colourful 
programming to life with an orchestra that is clearly getting better and better every week. That we dared 
to take risks in our repertoire and guest artists to bring excitement and unexpected “once in a lifetime” 
memorable experiences to our audiences, donors, subscribers and community; that we have learned to deal 
with challenges beyond our control – we experienced some really challenging moments with unfortunate 
cancellations by top soloists, but the team worked very hard and really delivered, turning these difficult 
weeks around into successes, and showing our flexibility and capacity to react to changing realities of this 
new world in which we find ourselves.

A Message from the
Music Director

Otto Tausk 
Music Director, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra
Artistic Advisor, vso School of Music
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After a great, albeit it challenging, emergence from the global pandemic 
throughout the vso ’s 2021/22 season, we experienced a 2022/23 vso 
season where the orchestra and our audiences really came to life.

Whether from our classical repertoire, pops, kids or films, our innovative, 
inclusive and dynamic programming inspired members of our community 
like never before. One of my favorite moments of the season was the 
Golijov Azul Cello Concerto, at the end of which the audience rose and 
cheered as if the Canucks had just won the Stanley cup! There were 
many other concerts that gave us emotional chills because of this great 
orchestra and a highly enthusiastic vso audience.

Three of the many other 2022/23 highlights for me included 
experiencing a rehearsal of The Rite of Spring. I love attending 
vso rehearsals. These are amazing experiences. Also, Hilary Hahn 
performing the Sibelius Violin Concerto, and the always mesmerizing 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons at the Chan Centre for the Performing Arts.

This successful 2022/23 season was made possible by the vso ’s unwavering commitment to its purpose 
to create, curate and connect irresistible musical experiences. This purpose has guided us through tough 
times and, with the strong support of our donors, sponsors and government partners, allowed us to continue 
pushing forward and making the investment necessary even when uncertainty was at its maximum. Our VSO 
leadership team, fantastic Board of Directors, dedicated staff and volunteers have navigated us through the 
worst of times heading towards brighter days. I thank them all. 

We are very proud and grateful to find ourselves at the end of the season in a position where we can 
continue to invest in our orchestra and positively impact our communities. Touring and recording, which we 
had to pause during the pandemic, are back at the top of our investment list. Stay tuned on those fronts. 

On a personal note, as this report is disseminated, I will have concluded my term as Chair of the vso .  
The 10 years I have served on the board of directors has been a total joy and one of the most rewarding 
experiences of my career. The evolution of the organization over this period, its reach and impact on our 
community, has been nothing short of amazing. Though the celebration of our 100th anniversary and 
subsequently navigating through Covid-19 have been two of the most notable highlights of those ten years, 
what I will cherish most is the human connections made and the inspiration I have experienced working 
alongside everyone connected to the vso and vso School of Music. Together we made sure that the 
Power of Music was able to benefit as many people as possible, thereby making our community one of the 
best and most inclusive places to live in the world.

Our 2022/23 theme was Let’s Play, and play we did. The 104th vso 
season was filled with exquisite artistry and spectacular internationally 
recognized guest artists, Canadian content, diversity and innovation. 
Throughout the pandemic the vso had remained deeply committed 
to continuing to perform, and during the 2022/23 we remained equally 
committed to performing relentlessly throughout our recovery. It was a 
roller coaster ride but one which we navigated with grace and expertise.

We added bench strength to our operations team in order to build the 
foundation for pandemic recovery as well as pave the road to a robust 
future for the vso . To that end, our Artistic Production team found an 
experienced leader in Bill Linwood who was recruited as Vice President 
Artistic Planning. Bill assembled a strong Artistic Production team to 
see us through our recovery and into a future including ongoing artistic 
excellence, as well as plans for recording and touring. We also created 
a new role—Senior Director of Strategic Implementation—to ensure 

effective and efficient execution of key priorities. Natasha McEwen was successful in securing this position 
and, working alongside of the members of the vso Senior Management Team, helped us successfully meet 
many of our strategic priorities outlined in our five-year strategic plan - Cascade of Choice. Operational 
integration between the vso and vso School of Music was central to our 2022/23 season to allow us 
to leverage the opportunities, expertise and strengths which our staff, musicians and faculty contribute  
so wonderfully. 

Our Board of Directors, championed by Chair Étienne Bruson, dedicated an abundance of time and skill to 
ensure the vso continued it positive trajectory. Together with our amazing staff, world-class musicians, 
generous donors and sponsors as well the support of all three levels of government the VSO’s 2022/23 
season was an unequivocal success. We weathered a storm together and continue to bring the power of 
music to our community. That’s why we do what we do. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to all. 

Angela Elster 
President & CEO
Vancouver Sympony Orchestra & vso School of Music

Étienne Bruson 
VSS Board Chair
Vancouver Sympony Orchestra

A Message from the
VSS Board Chair

A Message from the
President & CEO



Andrew Crust and the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra
Symphony in the Park, 2022
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Itzhak Perlman and Otto Tausk 
Opening Special Concert, 2022

Artistic
Highlights
The vso ’s 2022/23 concert season launched with 
the legendary violinist Itzhak Perlman, who joined 
Otto Tausk and the orchestra for an evening of 
some of Hollywood’s greatest hits. Highlights of 
the concert included John Williams’ spellbinding 
theme from Schindler’s List, specially arranged for 
Perlman by John Williams. The evening began with 
John Estacio’s energetic The Harvesters alongside a 
memorable reading of Brahms’ Symphony No. 3. 

The vso ’s Our Planet was a season-long exploration 
of the intersection of music and the natural 
world—and the importance of preserving it. Like 
any art form, music can change our approach to 
an ever-evolving world, communicate insights on 
climate change, and help us to process the emotions 
surrounding it. Highlights of Our Planet included 
Canada’s famed astronaut and environmentalist, 
Chris Hadfield; Stravinsky’s classic The Rite of 
Spring; and a symphonic celebration of summer with 
Berlioz’s Les nuit d’èté.  Rounding out Our Planet was 
vso Associate Principal Trumpet and celebrated 
composer Marcus Goddard’s breathtaking 
Antarctica: Life Emerging—an unforgettable journey 
to the most remote part of the world.

In a year of discovery, Otto Tausk and the vso 
introduced vital new works performed alongside 
classics of our repertoire. We heard memorable new 
works from such international composers as Unsuk 
Chin, John Adams and Kaija Saariaho, alongside 
brilliant works from Canadians Linda Catlin Smith, 
Rita Ueda, Dorothy Chang, Ana Sokolovic and Vivian 
Fung. In an unforgettable evening, cello superstar 
Alisa Weilerstein introduced Vancouver audiences  
to the music of Argentine composer Osvaldo Golijov, 
in a performance that risked taking the roof off of  
the Orpheum.

Throughout the season, the vso welcomed brilliant 
international and Canadian soloists, including 

audience favourites James Ehnes, Rihab Chaieb, 
Hilary Hahn, and the Jussen Brothers. vso 
musicians came to center-stage with fabulous 
performances from Christie Reside, Nicholas 
Wright, Henry Shapard and David Lakirovich. The 
season also saw vso ’s Vern Griffiths on the podium 
alongside another percussive superstar – Stewart 
Copeland. Classical Specials included performances 
from acclaimed Canadian pianist, Jan Lisiecki, 
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons and Orff’s Carmina 
Burana, featuring the Vancouver Bach Choir.

The ongoing effects of the covid-19 pandemic 
still played a role in our programming, with some 
last-minute adjustments to programming. The vso 
is grateful to such artists as Stewart Goodyear, 
Courtney Lewis and Alessio Bax, all of whom 
offered brilliant last-second performances, in place 
of indisposed artists. Our season-closing events 
seemed to put this behind us as we brought a 
fantastic young cast of artists together for Mozart’s 
The Marriage of Figaro (Act iv) and an expansive 
orchestra for Respighi’s Pines of Rome.

From Home Alone to Star Wars, the vso continues 
to captivate audiences in a larger-than-life 
experience with Movie Nights at the vso presented 
by telus . London Drugs vso Pops also welcomed 
audiences with Sarah Slean’s Joni Mitchell Tribute, 
Tony DeSare’s brilliant take on Frank Sinatra, a 
tribute to Aretha Frankin, and many more! vso ’s 
RBC Assistant Conductor, David Bui, took the lead 
on both our OriginO Kids Concerts Series, as well as 
Parc Retirement Living Tea & Trumpets. Always an 
audience favourite, Tea & Trumpets’ host Christopher 
Gaze continued to regale audiences over a series of 
six concerts. Other highlights included the cheerfully 
ghastly Symphony of Terror and a one-night-only 
performance of Vancouver’s own Juno ® Award-
winning band Said the Whale!
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Financial
Report
The 2022/23 season was the second of a projected minimum three-year pandemic recovery. Due to diligent 
budget management and generous support from our donors, sponsors, and government we were able to 
achieve a surplus for the year ending June 30th, 2023. The surplus added to the VSO’s accumulated surplus 
and provides the VSO some stability as we enter the next few years of recovery, which will certainly continue 
to have a high level of uncertainty and many challenges. Total revenue and expenses increased 24% over the 
prior year as we gradually moved back to full season of concerts. Ticket revenue increased 66% over the 
prior year while concert expenses increase 27% as we welcomed back international artists. We will continue 
to build on the success of the 2022/23 season as we move forward into next season.

Expenses

Revenue

FUNDRAISING 3%

MARKETING 10%

ADMINISTRATION 5%

PERSONNEL 
64%

CONCERT
PRODUCTION 
18%

ENDOWMENT 5%

OTHER 1%

EARNED
REVENUE 
40%

CONTRIBUTED
REVENUE 
24%

GOVERNMENT 
30%

Hillary Hahn and Courtney Lewis 
January 2023
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“For most of my life I’ve been fortunate to enjoy 
live orchestral music, and how I missed it 
during the COVID-19 shutdown. I’m delighted 
to help keep the VSO moving forward, bringing 
their magic to current and future audiences.”

–– Liz, Friend of the VSO and 
Stradivarius Legacy Circle
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Philanthropy
at a Glance

Individual Giving
Over 3,500 individuals generously supported the 
vso with an annual, monthly, or added donation  
at the time of their ticket purchase. Many were 
inspired to do so because of several matching gifts 
we received. We extend special thanks to the Gibson 
Gordon Family Foundation, the Bruendl Foundation 
and an anonymous donor who collectively 
contributed $150,000 in matching funds.

Corporate Giving
The vso thanks our 21 renewing and new 
businesses who invested in the orchestra, sponsored 
series and single concerts, education programs 
and community outreach initiatives. Many of our 
corporate partners have been with us for decade, 
such as telus which has been supporting us 
continuously for 72 years!

Vancouver Symphony Gala
Over 400 guests attended our first in-person  
Gala since 2020. Hosted by CBC’s Margaret 
Gallagher and Lisa Christiansen, with auctioneer 
Fred Lee, the evening raised over $740,000 to 
directly benefit the vso and vso School of Music. 
Guests enjoyed performances by the vso and 
students from the vso School of Music, and two 
Canadian icons were honoured with the Gold Baton 
Award—Measha Bruggergosman-Lee and Oscar 

Peterson (accepted by his widow Kelly Peterson). 
We sincerely appreciate the organizing committee, 
attendees and the many sponsors, donors, auction 
contributors, bidders, and those that who raised their 
paddle to support music and music education in our 
province.

Legacy Giving
We welcomed 8 new members to the Stradivarius 
Legacy Circle, a program that thanks people in 
their lifetime for naming the Vancouver Symphony 
Foundation or Society in their will or estate plans. 
Five bequest gifts were received by the Society,  
and we thank these people for their foresight  
and generosity.

Endowment Funds & Foundations
Gifts from charitable foundations and granting 
bodies were integral to our ability to restore a 
fulsome season with visiting international artists. 
Having a robust endowment fund and a stable 
source of income helps us plan for the future.

Thank you to each and every supporter for their 
vital role in the vso ’s music-making, education and 
community engagement initiatives. Together we  
are keeping the music playing in traditional and  
new ways.

We are grateful to our community of individuals, corporations, small businesses, foundations, and  
government that collectively provided the invaluable financial support to fully restore our diverse and 
innovative programming. Thanks to their investment, the VSO was able to provide exceptional music 
education and community engagement initiatives, and fulfill our mission to create, curate and connect 
irresistible musical experiences. 

We also make special mention of the government of bc that provided a generous grant for arts recovery in 
our province. This led to a budget surplus in this reporting year, with a plan to support future seasons as we 
continue to build back audiences, manage expenses during rapidly rising inflation, and retain and attract the 
very best musicians and arts workers.

MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENTS

23%

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENTS

31%

PROVINCIAL
GOVERNMENTS

46%

Private Sector

Public Sector

ENDOWMENT
FUND

28%

SPECIAL
PROJECTS 
16%

CORPORATE GIVING 9%
BEQUESTS 9%

FOUNDATIONS & GRANTS 4%

INDIVIDUAL
GIVING

34%
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Philharmonia Fantastique 
April 2023

VSO Education 
Highlights
vso Education & Community Engagement provides programs tailored towards all ages and experience 
levels to increase access to music and music education and provide meaningful opportunities to engage with 
symphonic music.

Elementary School Concerts

•   Attended by over 10,000 elementary students from  
   over 50 schools from across the Lower Mainland 

•   Study guides with strong curriculum links were  
   provided

Music is a Theme Park used bold visual elements 
to illuminate the thrilling journey of the musical 
theme and other compositional elements. This 
exciting collaboration with sfu ’s Precursor Lab, an 
interdisciplinary creative team, used technology 
and artistry to engage the sensory imagination and 
cultivate mindfulness. 

Philharmonia Fantastique: The Making of the 
Orchestra is a concerto for orchestra & animated 
film that flies through the instruments of the 
orchestra to explore the connection of creativity and 
technology. This composition was a collaboration 
between composer dj Mason Bates, Oscar winning 
director and sound designer Gary Rydstrom, and 
animation director Jim Capobianco. The concerto 
was rounded out by a selection of new and classic 
works highlighting the orchestra's different sections.  
This sold-out concert was attended by 10,000 
students in April 2023.

“A magical day for all of my students, one that 
won’t be soon forgotten!” 

“The concert was incredibly engaging and 
sparked an interest and excitement about  
music that the class didn’t previously have!” 

“ In a world of tech and pop music and TikTok 
it can be hard to inspire young people about 
instruments. My homeschooled daughter  
was inspired by your performance. Thank  
you so much!”

OriginO Kids Concerts
An innovative array of programming delighted young 
audiences at our fun-filled 5-concert series on 
Sunday afternoons:

•   Presto Mambo! 

•   Music is a Theme Park  

•   The Snowman (sold out)  

•   M is for Music 

•   Philharmonia Fantastique (Canadian Premiere)

Symphonic Encounters
Symphonic Encounters is vso ’s open rehearsal 
program, taking students, teachers, and community 
groups behind the scenes of a working rehearsal. 
In 2022/23, over 2,100 students from 40 different 
schools from across the Lower Mainland attended 
one of our six Symphonic Encounters events. 
A highlight of the program is an intimate meet 
and greet with vso musicians that provides an 
opportunity for students to ask questions. 

Jean Coulthard Readings and  
Mentorship Program
Led by Maestro Otto Tausk and Mentor Composer 
Edward Top, this composition-reading program 
expanded into the new Jean Coulthard Readings  
and Mentorship Program that was debuted in 
2022/23. Over an eight-month residency, emerging 
BC-based composers had the opportunity to learn 
from guest composers, Mentor Composer Edward 
Top, vso musicians, and rbc Assistant Conductor 
Maestro David Bui. At the end of the program, the  
6 composers had their new works read by  
the orchestra. 



vso 2022/23 report to the community vso 2022/23 report to the community18 19

“I really enjoyed talking to Rita Ueda and coming 
to the concert after. Her insights were inspiring!” 

VSO Connects
vso Connects Secondary offers music students 
the opportunity to work on their instrumental skills 
with vso musicians over the course of several visits. 
vso Connects Elementary offers young students an 
exciting initial exposure to the vso and orchestral 
music.

In 2022/23 the vso Connects program ran 
in six elementary schools and five secondary 
schools: The participating schools were: Old Yale 
Road Elementary in Surrey, Seaforth Elementary 
in Burnaby, Queen Elizabeth Elementary and 
MacCorkindale Elementary in Vancouver, Birchland 
Elementary in Coquitlam, McCloskey Elementary in 
Delta, Lord Byng Secondary in Vancouver, Cariboo 
Hill Secondary in Burnaby, Port Moody Secondary in 
Port Moody, LA Matheson Secondary in Surrey, and 
Sands Secondary in Delta.  

With a total of 58 visits and four Connects Open 
Rehearsals, this program reached 1300 Elementary 
School and 410 Secondary School students.  

“My favorite memory is dancing in the thunder 
and listening to the violin for the first time in my 
life! Thank you for coming to our school! I love 
your music!”

Relaxed Performances
Relaxed Performances are aimed at increasing 
accessibility to symphonic music and are becoming 
a common practice in the performing arts. They 
benefit a wide range of the public, and particularly 
anyone who might be hesitant about the limitations 
on movement and sound that are found in a 
traditional concert setting. 

The vso ’s first ever Relaxed Performance took 
place on March 16th, 2023, with rbc Assistant 
Conductor David Bui leading the orchestra in a 
performance of Scheherazade. This casual one- 
hour performance welcomed children and families, 
all neurodivergent community members, and those 
who simply wanted a more relaxed performance 
experience. Relaxed Performances limit audience 
size so that patrons are able to move around and 
find a quieter area.  

A Venue Guide and Performance Guide were 
published in advance, helping audience members 
know what to expect, so they feel prepared.  

Many of the 380 audience members who attended 
our March 16th concert were at their first symphonic 
concert and expressed gratitude for the opportunity. 

“Hi Ava, Just wanted to say thank you. It is 
such a great opportunity as we would never 
have been able to enjoy a vso performance 
otherwise. My kids really enjoyed the 
performance. Thanks.”

Giving Back
Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and 
donors, vso provided over 350 free or discounted 
tickets to schools and community groups to attend 
educational events and performances. The Giving 
Back program engages under-accessed community 
groups and schools in our educational and 
symphonic programming.

– Illustration by Farhod (Grade 3), William Cook Elementary,  after attending  
    Philharmonia Fantastique in April 2023
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The Path
Forward
On June 24th, 2023, our community came together to 
honour Indigenous People’s Day and experience the 
second annual The Path Forward at the Orpheum. 
This day-long celebration was curated by the vso ’s 
Indigenous Council, with performances by the vso 
in collaboration with the Coast Salish Peoples of the 
Musqueam; Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh Nations, 
and other Indigenous special guest artists from 
across Turtle Island. Admission to the event was 
complimentary, making art and music accessible to 
all, and inviting our community to participate in Truth 
and Reconciliation. 

Before the concert, audience members shopped 
and supported local Indigenous vendors in the lobby 
and children had fun at the vso & vso School of 
Music’s play zone. Later in the day a show-stopping 
fashion show took place on the Orpheum’s grand 
staircase showcasing the artistry and innovation of 
Indigenous fashion designer Pam Baker.

Emceed by Geena Jackson, the mainstage concert 
featured performances by DJ O Show, Nova Charles, 
Rhonda Head and Bogdan Dulu, Numwayut = We Are 
All One, Mathews Red Trail Singers, and musicians 
of the vso . Gifts of new orchestrations of the 
Musqueam Paddle Song and other Indigenous music 
were shared with an enthusiastic audience.  

Highlights of The Path Forward were beautifully 
captured by Indigenous filmmaker Rayln Gladue and 
Indigenous photographer Georgie Lawson.

The vso and vso School of Music are grateful for 
this meaningful collaboration. The vso ’s Indigenous 
Council is currently planning the third installment 
of the The Path Forward on June 13th, 2024 at the 
Orpheum with many exciting collaborations with 
Indigenous artists, the vso and the vso School  
of Music.

Dennis Thomas  (Left) and the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

Alana Washington  (Model), Pam Baker (Fashion Designer), 
Katisha Paul (Dancer), Jakob Knudsen (Drummer left), Matt Provost (Drummer right)
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Zhongxi Wu (Sheng), Nina Wang (Pipa)

West 

Day of Music 
2023
Day of Music 2023, presented by bmo , was the  
vso and vso School of Music’s flagship event 
in our commitment to accessible and affordable 
musical programming for British Columbians. Day 
of Music took place on June 10th, and featured 12 
hours of free music, performed by over 100 musical 
groups across 13 stages, plus a variety of digital 
events broadcast at DayofMusic.ca. Concerts were 
held at various indoor and outdoor venues and bmo 
branches in Downtown Vancouver, South Granville, 
Yaletown, Coal Harbour, Burnaby, Richmond, Langley, 
and Victoria. 

Day of Music brought the power  
of music to over 25,000 people – 
all for free. 
The vso was front and centre, featured as Day 
of Music’s pinnacle evening performance at the 
Orpheum. At various points throughout the day, 
the vso shared the Orpheum stage with student 
ensembles from the vso School of Music. Pyatt Hall 

and classrooms at the School had packed houses 
all day for various vso and School of Music soloists 
and ensembles, masterclasses, and Mini Music 
Maker workshops. 

The vision of Day of Music is to bring communities 
and musicians from across British Columbia together 
to celebrate the joy, fun and healing nature of music 
making. Of the 100+ Day of Music performances, 
25 of them featured VSO musicians, vso School of 
Music Faculty and/or students. 

The vso and vso School of Music extend sincere 
thanks to the Day of Music 2023 Presenting 
Sponsor bmo , and its other supporters and 
partners: the Province of British Columbia, Newmont 
North America, telus , the City of Vancouver, 
the Jane McLennan Fund for Free and Accessible 
Programming, Deloitte, Warrington pci Management, 
Vancouver Convention Centre, Vancouver Civic 
Theatres, Yaletown bia and yvr .
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Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

FIRST VIOLINS

Nicholas Wright 
Concertmaster
Ron and Ardelle Cliff Chair

Timothy Steeves § 
Associate Concertmaster
William and Irene McEwen Chair

David Lakirovich 
Acting Associate Concertmaster
Robert G. and Suzanne Brodie Chair

Jennie Press 
Acting Assistant Concertmaster

Cassandra Bequary 
Acting Second Assistant 
Concertmaster

Jae-Won Bang

Sunny She

Xue Feng Wei

Rebecca Whitling
Mrs. Cheng Koon Lee Chair

Yi Zhou

Georgina Leo Δ

Colleen Venables Δ

SECOND VIOLINS

Karen Gerbrecht 
Acting Principal

Jeanette Bernal-Singh 
Acting Associate Principal
Jim and Edith Le Nobel Chair

Ashley Plaut  
Acting Assistant Principal

Blythe Allers

Manuel Lok 

Daniel Norton

Ann Okagaito

Carina Vincenti §

Alicia Venables Δ

Jim Jingpu Xi Δ

VIOLAS

Hung-Wei Huang 
Principal

Andrew Brown 
Associate Principal

Emilie Grimes 
Assistant Principal

Katrina Chitty

Matthew Davies
Michael and Estelle Jacobson Chair

Angela Schneider
Professors Mr. and Mrs. Ngou  
Kang Chair

Jacob van der Sloot

Peter Ing Δ

Isabelle Roland Δ

CELLOS

Henry Shapard 
Principal
Nezhat Khosrowshahi, OBC and 
Hassan Khosrowshahi, CM, OBC Chair

Janet Steinberg 
Associate Principal

Zoltan Rozsnyai 
Assistant Principal

Natasha Boyko
Mary and Gordon Christopher Chair

Luke Kim
Dr. Malcolm Hayes and Lester 
Soo Chair

Charles Inkman

Cristian Márkos
Tim Wyman and Susan Gabe Chair

Albert Seo Δ

Vacant
Gerhard and Arian Bruendl Chair

BASSES

Dylan Palmer 
Principal

Evan Hulbert § 
Associate Principal

Noah Reitman 
Acting Associate Principal

David Brown 
Acting Assistant Principal

Malcolm Armstrong

Otto Tausk 
Music Director
Alan and Gwendoline Pyatt Podium

David Bui 
RBC Assistant Conductor
Marsha and George Taylor Chair

*

J. Warren Long

FLUTES

Christie Reside 
Principal
Ron and Ardelle Cliff Chair

Rosanne Wieringa
Michael and Estelle Jacobson Chair

Dakota Martin Δ 
Assistant Principal

PICCOLO

Dakota Martin Δ
Hermann and Erika Stölting Chair

OBOES

Joo Bin Yi
Principal 
Wayne and Leslie Ann Ingram Chair 

Karin Walsh
Paul Moritz Chair

Christine Kim Δ 
Assistant Principal

ENGLISH HORN

Vacant
Chair in Memory of John S. Hodge

CLARINETS

Jeanette Jonquil 
Principal
Robert G. and Suzanne Brodie Chair

Michelle Goddard 
Assistant Principal
Taryn Brodie Chair

Aidan Wong 
Bass Clarinet

BASSOONS

Julia Lockhart 
Principal

Thalia Navas Δ

Sophie Dansereau 
Assistant Principal/
Contrabassoon

HORNS

Alexander Wide 
Principal
Werner and Helga Höing Chair

Oliver de Clercq 
Associate Principal

Holly Bryan Δ

William Loveless 
Assistant Principal/Third

Andrew Mee
Winslow and Betsy Bennet Chair

TRUMPETS

Larry Knopp 
Principal

Vincent Vohradsky

Marcus Goddard 
Associate Principal

TROMBONES

Brian Wendel § 
Principal

Andrew Poirier 
Acting Principal

Ethan Shrier Δ

Ilan Morgenstern
Arthur H. Willms Family Chair

TUBA

Peder MacLellan 
Principal

TIMPANI

Aaron McDonald 
Principal

PERCUSSION

Vern Griffiths 
Principal
Martha Lou Henley Chair

Michael Jarrett §

Julia Chien Δ

HARP

Alyssa Katahara 
Principal

PIANO

Grace Huang
Jemini Foundation Chair

Bogdan Dulu 
Jemini Foundation Chair

ΔTemporary Contract
§ Leave of Absence

* As of June 30, 2022
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Vancouver Symphony Administration

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

Mary-Ann Moir 
Vice President, Finance and 
Administration

Diane Chen Liu 
Accountant

Bonnie Lam 
Payroll Clerk

Debra Marcus 
Director, IT & HR

Hedieh Noroozi 
Payroll & Accounts Payable Clerk

Amanda Silva 
Applications and System Specialist

Isabella Marcus 
IT Assistant

MARKETING, SALES &  
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Cameron MacRae 
Vice President, Marketing & Sales

Jennifer Lee 
Allegro Editor

Jordon Roche 
Volunteer and Gift Shop Manager
Estelle and Michael Jacobson Chair

Christopher Young 
Digital Experience & Content 
Marketing Manager

Rana Zokai 
Customer Journey & Business 
Intelligence Manager

Taylor Beaumont 
Box Office & Front of House Manager

Charlie Bailey 
Box Office Supervisor

Jason Ho 
Box Office Manager

Maria Christina James 
Volunteer & Gift Shop Coordinator

Minji Son 
Box Office Captain

Giuliana Kim 
Customer Service Representative

Nilsa Nilli 
Customer Service Representative

Monique Rodrigues 
Customer Service Representative

Amilee Rypkema 
Customer Service Representative

Chloe Yue 
Customer Service Representative

Jenny Kim 
Customer Service Representative

Rumi Kodama 
Customer Service Representative

DEVELOPMENT

Leanne Davis 
Vice President, Chief Development 
Officer

Mary Butterfield 
Director, Individual and Legacy 
Giving

Vicki Cummings 
Director, Corporate Programs

NicoleAlden 
Development Administrator & Analyst

Esther Mahmoud 
Development Coordinator

Paris Simons 
Manager, Grants and Foundations

Kyle Tiney 
Senior Director, Annual and Legacy 
Giving 

Colin Upright 
Special Events Manager

Ashleigh Withall 
Annual Giving Officer

ARTISTIC & PRODUCTION

Bill Linwood 
Artistic Programmer 

Marcia Chapman 
Technical Director

Alex Clark 
Assistant Librarian and Artistic 
Associate

Paul Beauchesne 
Interim Production Manager

Cathal Folan 
Artistic Administrator

Minella F. Lacson 
Music Librarian 

Laurel Spencer 
Orchestra Personnel Manager

Laurie Townsend 
Orchestra Personnel Assistant

Marie Sophie Reichardt 
Bowmarker

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

Melissa Duchak  
Vice President, Learning and 
Integrative Strategies, vso and 
vso School of Music

Yvanna Mycyk 
Director of Operations, vso 
Education and VSO School of Music
Ken and Patricia Shields Chair

Ava Shadmani 
Manager, vso Education

Angela Elster 
VSS & VSO School of Music

Natasha McEwen 
Senior Director, Strategic Implementation, VSO & VSO School of Music

Komal Kaur 
Executive Assistant

*

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Étienne Bruson 
vss Board Chair

Vice Chair and National Assurance 
Leader, Deloitte

Suzanne Anton, K.C. 
Government Relations 
Committee Chair

Corporate Director

Debra Finlay 
Executive Committee Member 
at Large

Partner, McCarthy Tetrault llp

David Garofalo 
vss Board Vice Chair/Integrated 
Development & Events Committee 
Chair

Chairman & ceo , Gold Royalty Corp

Cathy Grant 
vss Board Vice Chair/Marketing 
Committee Chair

Jaci Edgeworth 
Human Resources Committee Chair

Chief People Officer, icbc

Fred Pletcher 
Governance & Nominating 
Committee Chair

Partner; Chair, National Mining Group 
Borden Ladner Gervais llp

Roy Millen 
vss Board Teasurer/Finance 
Committee Chair

Partner, Blake Cassels & Graydon llp

BOARD MEMBERS

Nez Aquino
Chief Risk Officer, Vancity

Jonathan Berkowitz
President, Berkowitz & Associates 
Consulting Inc.

James Carter
President, Carter gm Northshore

Dr. Holden Chow
Family Physician

Timothy Cuffe
Director of Marketing, Nicola Wealth

Feisal Dedhar
President, Capital Now Financial Inc.

Andrew Gubbels
cfo , Gold Royalty Corp.

Jan Laishley
Chief People Officer, General Fusion

Alexandra Mauler
President, ams Petrography Ltd.

Ben Mink
President, Ben Mink Inc.

Jill Schnarr
Chief Communications Officer, telus

Dennis Thomas
Snr. Business Development, twn 
Economic Development, Elected 
Councillor

Jill Tipping
President & ceo , bc Tech Association

Lis Welch
Vice Chair, The Welch Group

MUSICIAN REPRESENTATIVES

Timothy Steeves 
Chair, Orchestra Players’ Committee

Associate Concertmaster

Yi Zhou 
Chair, Artistic Advisory Committee

Violin

Dennis Thomas (Whonoak), Chair 
Tsleil Waututh Nation Representative

Orene Askew (Tumáliya)
Squamish Nation Representative

Charleen Grant
Musqueam Nation Representative

Rosie Johnnie-Mills
Urban & Youth Representative 
(Haida & Cowichan)

Suzanne Anton
vso Board Representative

Cristian Markos
vso Musician Representative

Angela Elster, President & ceo 
vso & vso School of Music

VSS Board of Directors

VSO Indigenous Council

*

*

* As of June 30, 2022
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VSO Donors

GOLD BATON CLUB  
GIFTS FROM $65,000 AND UP
Gibson Gordon Family Foundation, held 
at Vancouver Foundation

GIFTS FROM $50,000 AND UP
Mr. Gerald McGavin, CM, OBC & Mrs. 
Sheahan McGavin
Jemini Foundation
Mr. Alan & Mrs. Gwendoline Pyatt

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE  
GIFTS FROM $35,000 TO $49,999
Thomas Skidmore Legacy Foundation
The R & J Stern Family Foundation

GIFTS FROM $25,000 TO $34,999
Josco Holdings
The Christopher Foundation 
McGrane-Pearson Endowment Fund
George W. Norgan Fund, held at

Vancouver Foundation
The Tuey Charitable Foundation

CONCERTMASTER’S CIRCLE  
GIFTS FROM $15,000 TO $24,999
In Memory of John Hodge
Gerhard & Ariane Bruendl
Martha Lou Henley, CM
Lagniappe Foundation
Violet Macdonald
Mrs. Irene McEwen

GIFTS FROM $10,000 TO $14,999
Mr. John K. Chan
Dr. Peter & Mrs. Stephanie Chung
Mrs. Joyce E. Clarke
The Phillips Family
Werner (Vern) & Helga Höing
Steven & Frances Huang
Andrew Mahon Foundation
Arthur H. Willms Family
Anonymous

PRINCIPAL PLAYERS  
GIFTS FROM $7,500 TO $9,999
Hans & Nancy Alwart
Hank & Janice Ketcham
Lis & Bruce Welch
Mr. Victor Wong
Anonymous

GIFTS FROM $5,000 TO $7,499
Dr. & Mrs. J. Abel
Ann Claire Angus Fund
Olin & Suzanne Anton
Mr. Chris & Mrs. Angela Atkins
Roberta Lando Beiser
Dr. Jonathan & Mrs. Heather Berkowitz
Ms. Barbara Bourke
Etienne Bruson & Anny Morissette
Patricia Charles
Feisal Dedhar
Ian & Frances Dowdeswell
Christie & David Garofalo Family 

Foundation
Cathy Grant
Jay Biskupski & Catherine Imrie
Herbert Jenkin
Dr. Marla Kiess
Judi Korbin
Bill & Risa Levine
Doug & Teri Loughran
The Lutsky Families
Bruce & Margo MacDonald
Alexandra Mauler-Steinmann & Michael 

Steinmann
Mirhady Family Fund, held at the 

Vancouver Foundation
Fred R. Pletcher 
Vi Roden
Leona Kolla & Al Schultz
Mrs. Gillian Smith
Jim & Beverley Stewart
Melvyn & June Tanemura
Anona Thorne & Takao Tanabe
Mr. Michael Valiquette

Denis Walker
James & Veronica Weinkam
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Yeung
Anonymous (3)

BENEFACTORS  
GIFTS FROM $2,500 TO $4,999
Jeff & Keiko Alexander
Barbara Armstrong
The Ken Birdsall Fund
Marnie Carter
Holden Chow & Jasmine Cohen
Lorna Court & John Mancini
Count Enrico & Countess Aline 

Dobrzensky
Rafael & Miryam Filosof
The Hon. Associate Chief Justice 
Heather Holmes & Bill Holmes
John Hooge
Sharon Jeroski
Frank & Joan Lew Charitable Trust
Hugh & Judy Lindsay
Hank & Andrea Luck
Huiyuan Ma
Dr. Vladimir Marquez
Arthur R. Monahan
Nancy Morrison
Ms. Mary V. Newbury
Christine Nicolas
Ms. Gladys E. Ortiz
George Pick & Santi Pelaez
Mollie Massie & Hein Poulus
Dr. Ushnish Ray
Allan Sawchuk
Ken & Patricia Shields
Wallace & Gloria Shoemay
Mrs. Mary Anne Sigal
Paul & Dorothy Stanwood
In Memory of Henry Meixner
Zelie & Vincent Tan
Leslie Cliff & Mark Tindle
Arthur Toft In Memory of Fred 

& Minnie Toft

Patrons’ Circle members provide essential funding to support the VSO’s performance, education and 
community programs. We are grateful for their support and commitment. We also extend sincere thanks to 
donors at all giving levels for their generosity, encouragement and support that keeps the music playing for 
everyone’s enjoyment.

Patron’s Circle Fei Wong
Anonymous (5)

PATRONS  
GIFTS FROM $1,500 TO $2,499
Mrs. Jacqueline Adler
Ms. Beverley D. Andrews
Gordon & Minke Armstrong
Derek & Stella Atkins
Mr. R. Paul & Mrs. Elizabeth Beckmann
Mr. Gary R. Bell
Mr. Frank & Mrs. Ulrike Boege
Richard Carswell & Alison Kirkley
Dr. Tsang Sing & Amelia Chan
Dr. Philip B. Clement
Dr. Douglas Courtemanche
Leanne Davis & Vern Griffiths
Mr. Michael DeMarni
Barbara J. Dempsey
Darren Downs & Jacqueline Harris
Jim Evans & Diana Lam
Elisabeth & David Finch
Michael & Dana Freeman
Dr. Peter & Marla Gropper
Mr. David & Mrs. Julia Hodder
In Memory of Betty Howard
Michael & Estelle Jacobson
Mr. Michael H. Jonker
Mr. Horatio Kemeny
Mr. David & Mrs. Cynthia V. Kent
Ms. Barbara Klebanoff
Lorna Klohn
Mike & Jean Kovich
Ms. Karen Laughland
Ken Lee & Jim McLean
Ms. Maureen T. Leia-Stephen
Lightburn Family Fund
Harold & Jenny Locke
Mr. Cameron MacRae
Paul Moritz
Dr. Christopher Morrissey
Mr. Cleveland Mullings
Ms. Beverley Pao
Mr. Paul Pelletier
Jan & Ken Rea
Dr. W. Mark Roberts
W.D. Robertson
Ronald Laird Cliff Fund, held at the 

Vancouver Foundation

Mr. Geoffrey Rosen
Dr. William H. & Ruthie Ross
Mr. Harry Ross
Hans J. Ruger
David & Cathy Scott
Mr. Julian Scott
Ms. Tracey Sheldrick
Doris Smit
Dr. Peter & Mrs. Sandra Stevenson-

Moore
David & Lorraine Stuart
Dr. David L. Swanson
Nico & Linda Verbeek
Dr. Eugene Wang
Ms. Carleigh Whitman
Eric & Shirley Wilson
Dr. I. D. Woodhouse
Ms. Anna Zaitzeff & Mr. Hugh Gilmour
Anonymous (8)

Friends of the VSO
BRAVO MEMBERS 
GIFTS OF $1,000 TO $1,499
K.-Jane Baker
Gordon & Cheryl Barefoot
Mr. Gary R. Bell 
Peter & Mary Brunold
Joan Campbell
Nancy & Stephen Carlman
Yi Chen Jenny Chen 
Dr. Maria Chung and Dr. Peter Munk
Hilde and Peter Colenbrander
Ms. Caroline Dunn 
William Ehrcke & Donna Welstein
John Filler 
Bob Findlay
Five Stones Foundation 
Mrs. Ruth Freeman
Ms. Arlene Gladstone and Mr. Hamish

Cameron
Elaine Godwin
Mary Ellen Graham
Ms. Renate Greenwood 
Mr. Stein K. and Mrs. Carole 

Gudmundseth Q.C. 
Mrs. Ulla Hauser 

Don & Pat Hudson
Ms. Kira Jackson 
Kahn Foundation 
Jennifer Kappler
Ronald C. Katahara 
Christa Knie
Mrs. Anita Lo 
Ms. Theresa Lo 
Ms. Jan Lyons
Dr. Alan and Helen Maberley
Mrs. Nancy M. Macdonald
Charles R & Phyllis Maclean
Dr. and Mrs. Nizar R. Makan
E. J. Makortoff
Manthorpe Law Offices
Dr. Bassam Masri 
Ms. Marina Matei
Ms. Kim McCord 
Lorraine McGrath 
Michael O’Brian Family Foundation
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Linda Moyneur 
Ms. Tina Mu 
Mr. Badrinath Narayan 
Dr. Marion Pearson and Dr. James Orr
Plaza Consulting Services
Colin & Diana Price
Quan Family Fund, held at Vancouver 

Foundation
Mary J. Roberts
Dominique Robeyns
Mr. John Donald Rose
Harley Rothstein and Eleanor Boyle
In Memory of Audrey Russell
Joanne and Stanis Smith
Ian and Jane Strang
Brian Sullivan and Leanne Cuddington
Maureen Sullivan and Duane Sharman
Mrs. Jacqueline and Mr. Milton Toft
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Trischuk
Johann van Eeden
Mrs. Morag Whitfield
Ms. Kelleen Wiseman 
Carol Woodworth
Jane and Michael Woolnough
Mr. Alex Zachariah 
Anonymous (9)

Every gift made to the VSO is gratefully received. Due to space limitations, annual gifts of $1,000 or more are 
listed. We extend our sincere thanks to all donors for their generous support in the 2022/23 season. Thank you. 
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VSO Partners & Sponsors

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
Government of Canada through 

Canadian Heritage 
Canada Council for the Arts  
Province of British Columbia  
British Columbia Arts Council  
City of Vancouver  
Vancouver Board of Parks and

Recreation
City of Burnaby Parks, Recreation and

Cultural Services  
Resort Municipality of Whistler

VSO PARTNERS 
$1,000,000+
Vancouver Symphony Foundation

Endowment Fund
VSO Patrons’ Circle 

$400,000+
Friends of the Vancouver Symphony

$150,000+
TELUS
Thomas Carlyle Killam Fund

$100,000+
Jemini Foundation 
Newmont, North America

$50,000+
BMO Financial Group
Cadillac
Etienne Bruson & Anny Morissette
Nicola Wealth

$30,000+
Assante Vancouver Centre
BC Community Gaming

London Drugs
RBC Royal Bank
RGF Integrated Wealth Management
Wave 98.3

$20,000+
Angela Elster
Chan Endowment Fund
Creative BC
Deloitte
Gold Royalty Corp
Hugh Davidson Fund, held at the Victoria 

Foundation
Origin Organic Farms
PARC Retirement Living
Wesgroup Properties
TD Bank Group

$10,000+
CIBC 
Christie & David Garofalo Family

Foundation
Hon. Edward C. Chiasson, Q.C. & 
Dorothy Chiasson
Elisabeth & David Finch
Genus Capital Management
KPMG MSLP
McCarthy Tetrault LLP
OpenRoad Auto Group Limited
Pan American Silver Corporation
Quay Pacific Property Management Ltd.
Revery Architecture
The River Foundation
S.K. Lee Vancouver Symphony

Orchestra Fund, held at the Vancouver 
Foundation

Stingray Digital Group Inc.
Lis & Bruce Welch

$5,000+
BC Tech Association
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Brink Family Fund, held at the Vancouver 

Foundation
Bruce Munro Wright, OBC
Capital Now Financial
Timothy Cuffe
Fasken
Michael French
GenCap Mining Advisory Ltd
iA Financial Group 
Image Group Inc.
Marin Investments Limited
Odlum Brown Limited
Omicron Canada Inc
Fred R. Pletcher
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Sandpiper Group
Ryan & Kerrie Sayer
Alexandra Mauler-Steinmann & Michael 

Steinmann 
SOCAN Foundation
Synvest Capital
Triovest 
Realty Advisors
Wheaton Precious Metals Corp.
ZLC Financial Group

The VSO sincerely thanks these generous supporters who help keep the music playing.  We are deeply 
grateful for your loyalty, commitment and support.

Government Partners

Premiere Education Partner & Movie Night Sponsor

Series Sponsors

Education and Community Outreach

Concert and Special Event Sponsors

Media Partners
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