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At the 36  Annual Power of Music Gala
presented by Connor, Clark & Lunn Private
Capital, the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra
and VSO School of Music raised over 

th

With generous support from:

110 Silent Auction Bids
95 Individual Tickets 
84 Raise the Paddle Donations
23 Table Sponsors
19 Corporate Sponsors
8 Live Auction Bids
1 Generous Matching Donation

620+ Guests in Total

$1.2 Million

We couldn’t do it without you.



On Thursday, March 12  2026, the Vancouver
Symphony Orchestra welcomed over six hundred
business and community philanthropic leaders to the
historic Orpheum Theatre to raise funds for the VSO and
VSO School of Music.

th

Guests arriving at the historic Orpheum Theatre were welcomed into a
transformed world—a grand floral haven brought to life by dancers and
performers from Arts Umbrella   , whose presence at the entrance set a
graceful tone for the evening. Inside, the theatre glowed with warm,
romantic ambience crafted by Innovation Lightinng, enhancing both the
venue’s iconic architecture and the lush installations by Vivio Florists  .
Black‑tie guests stepped into an atmosphere where blossoms, colour,
and history intertwined beautifully.

Throughout the theatre, ensembles from the VSO School of Music    —
the Freex Quintet, Adelphe Quartet, Atti Trio, Yo‑Yo Duo, and Allison
Louis Trio—performed from balconies and lobby spaces, creating
shifting layers of sound that accompanied guests as they explored. Each
musical moment added depth to the “Symphony in Bloom” experience.
Elegant food stations curated by Bon Vivant    offered refined, seasonal
bites that complemented the evening’s visual and musical artistry.

Together, the ambient lighting, florals, live performances, and culinary
offerings created an immersive and unforgettable welcome, setting the
stage for a night where artistry and philanthropy blossomed in harmony.

Arts Umbrella

Innovation Lighting
Vivio Florists

VSO School of Music

Bon Vivant



VSO School of Music Ensembles





Guests were welcomed into the Orpheum
auditorium with ‘Léhar: Gold and Silver’,
played by the JUNO and Grammy-award
winning Vancouver Symphony Orchestra,
and the evening began.

When the auditorium doors opened, guests entered the
majestic Orpheum to find beautifully arranged
sweetheart tables awaiting their groups. The program
opened with a resounding chorus of ‘O Canada’, led by
the VSO, which had every guest on their feet.

The evening’s host, George Stroumboulopoulos      then
took the stage. With his trademark warmth and humour,
he welcomed the audience before inviting our
Presenting Sponsor, Connor, Clark & Lunn’s Cameron
Smith  to the stage to deliver brief opening remarks.

Cameron then passed the baton to Maestro Otto 
Tausk , who led the VSO in two featured orchestral
works:

Bizet   Carmen Suite No. 1
Tchaikovsky     Eugene Onegin Polonaise

The program continued with a special guest
appearance by Steven Page  , formerly of the Barenaked
Ladies, who delighted guests with a vibrant four‑song
set that got the entire hall up and dancing.

George Stroumboulopoulos,

Bizet :
Tchaikovsky :

Connor, Clark & Lunn’s Cameron
Smith

Maestro Otto
Tausk

Steven Page



The Vancouver Symphony Orchestra



Entourage
Jane

Call & Answer
If I Had A Million Dollars

Steven Page
 Canadian Music Hall of Fame inductee, Steven Page, has one
of the most recognizable voices in Canadian music. As a co-
founder, vocalist, and songwriter for Barenaked Ladies, he
helped create beloved classics such as Brian Wilson, If I Had a
Million Dollars, and It’s All Been Done, contributing to over 15
million albums sold and earning multiple Junos, Billboard Music
Awards, SOCAN and Gemini Awards, plus two Grammy
nominations.
Since embarking on his solo career in 2009, Steven has
released five albums, including 2022’s Excelsior, touring
internationally from intimate venues to major arenas—most
notably opening for The Who and performing with Billy Bragg.
He frequently performs with the Steven Page Trio, featuring
Craig Northey and Kevin Fox, known for its blend of intimacy
and dynamic energy.

Steven has appeared with orchestras across Canada, is a
dedicated mental health advocate, and continues to collaborate
widely, including projects with Art of Time Ensemble and The
Trans-Canada Highwaymen.

Guest Headliner
Performance

Songlist:



Gold Baton Awards
A cherished tradition of the VSO Gala, the Gold Baton Awards
honour extraordinary individuals whose leadership, artistry, and
commitment enrich our cultural community. This year, we were
proud to celebrate three remarkable recipients whose
contributions reflect the spirit of excellence at the heart of the
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra:

Steven Page — Music

George Stroumboulopoulos    — Cultural Leadership

Darren Entwistle  — Corporate Leadership

Together, these recipients embody the profound impact of
creativity, leadership, and philanthropy—values that guide the
VSO and inspire the community we serve.

During the evening’s program, guests also heard heartfelt remarks
from key leaders within the VSO community. Angela Elster  ,
President & CEO, spoke to the Symphony’s vision for the future
and the vital role that donors and partners play in sustaining its
artistic excellence. David Garofalo  , Board President, offered
reflections on the organization’s recent achievements and its
continued commitment to serving audiences across British
Columbia. 

The evening was further enriched by warm and inspiring words
from Gala Co‑Chairs Kerrie Sayer and Bruce Munro Wright    , who
expressed their gratitude to attendees and celebrated the
collective effort behind the success of this year’s Gala.

Steven Page

George Stroumboulopoulos

Darren Entwistle

Kerrie Sayer and Bruce Munro Wright

David Garofalo

Angela Elster

Gold Baton Awards



The evening transitioned into the auction-portion of
the program, led by the lively and hilarious Fred Lee
as auctioneer.

Fred, with his razor-sharp humor and signature energy, guided the
audience through eight exceptional Live Auction items, each one
sparking lively bidding and enthusiastic participation. 

The excitement continued to build as we transitioned into ‘Raise the
Paddle’, where guests showed their generosity in real time, keeping the
energy high until the very last moment. Much like the spirit of our
supporters, this portion of the evening was electric—fast‑paced,
engaging, and thrilling from start to finish.

An Evening Cruise Aboard the 'Lazee Gal' Yacht with Dinner

The Maestro's Dinner- Immersed in Art, Music and Fine Cuisine 

2-Night, 3-Day All-Inclusive Retreat for Two at the Sonora Resort

Three Nights for Two at the Fairmont Tokyo

Le Crocodile Private Culinary Experience with Chef Rob Feenie &

George Stroumboulopoulos

Victoria, Tour, Tea & Temptations with Edward Wang

Original Artwork "MacNutt" by Canadian Artist Danny Singer

Afternoon Sail on the Santa Cruz 70 Offshore Racing Yacht & 6-

Course Dinner

$16,000

$10,000 x 3

$14,000

$11,000 

$22,000 x 2

$8,000

$10,000

$18,000 x 2

Winning Bids:

$5,000

7 Donations

$2,500

9 Donations 

$1,000

29 Donations 

$500

36 Donations 

$10,000

2 Donations



Live Auction: $169,000

Raise the Paddle: $124,500

Corporate Sponsorships: $325,000

Table Sales: $147,850

Individual Ticket Sales: $52,650

Silent Auction: $45,597

Raffle: $10,500

All together, with a generous matching gift,
we raised an outstanding $1.2 million for
your Vancouver Symphony Orchestra and
VSO School of Music.
 

All thanks to you.

The heart of Vancouver came together to
create a transformational amount raised for
the VSO and VSO School of Music, allowing
us to continue creating meaningful
opportunities through music: nurturing young
talent, expanding access to music education,
and enriching lives across our community.



We hope to have you back for another amazing and
transformational evening for next year’s

37  Annual Power of Music Galath

Spring 2027

With humility and gratitude, we thank you
for being an integral part of an outstanding

evening in support of current and future
generations of musicians and the power of

music to change lives.





Thank You
For Your Support
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